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Case 2218 

Chlovophanus Sahlberg, 1823 (Insecta, Coleoptera): proposed 
conservation 

Hans Silfverberg 

Unh'ersitetets Zoologiska Museum, Entomologiska Avdelningen, 

N. Jdrnvdgsgatan 13, SF-00100, Helsingfors 10, Finland 

Abstract. The purpose of this application is the conservation of the name Chlorophanus 
Sahlberg, 1823 for an important genus of curculionid beetles. The name is threatened 
by Chlorima Germar, 1817, a senior subjective synonym, virtually unused since its 
inception. 


1. Germar (1817, p. 341) established the name Chlorima for two included species, 
Curculio viridis Linnaeus, 1758 (p. 384) and Rhynchites curculionoides Herbst, 1797 
(p. 136). No type species was designated. 

2. Sahlberg (June 1823, p. 4) established the genus Chlorophanus with the single new 
species, and hence type species by monotypy, C.fallax. Although Sahlberg compared 
his new species with Curculio viridis, he did not explicitly state that the two species were 
congeneric. Many years later Faust (1897, p. 79) synonymized Chlorophanus fallax 
with Curculio excisus Fabricius, 1801 (p. 531). 

3. Schonherr (October 1823, col. 1136) synonymized Chlorophanus with Chlorima. 
He ignored the earlier type fixation of Chlorophanus fallax and cited Curculio viridis 
as type. Although this designation is clearly invalid, Chlorophanus (containing both 
excisus and viridis) has been used as the valid name ever since, with Chlorima completely 
unused except in a few cases when listed as a synonym. By contrast Chlorophanus is well 
known in many different works, including textbooks of applied entomology. Ten 
references to this fact by at least five different authors are held by the Commission 
Secretariat. 

4. The International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature is accordingly asked: 

(1) to use its plenary powers to suppress the generic name Chlorima Germar, 1817, 
for the purposes of the Principle of Priority but not for those of the Principle of 
Homonymy; 

(2) to place on the Official List of Generic names in Zoology the name Chlorophanus 
Sahlberg, 1823 (gender: masculine) type species by monotypy, Chlorophanus 

Sahlberg, 1823; 

(3) to place on the Official List of Specific Names in Zoology the name excisus 
Fabricius, 1801, as published in the binomen Curculio excisus (valid name 
at the time of this application for the type species of Chlorophanus Sahlberg, 
1823); 

(4) to place on the Official Index of Rejected and Invalid Generic Names in Zoology 
the name Chlorima Germar, 1817 as suppressed in (1) above. 
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